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Also known as Danzig, Gdansk is the largest city in northern Poland and its main seaport since it lies on the 
Baltic Sea. Founded around the 10th century, it has a mixed political history; at different times it belonged to 
Germany and Poland, and was a free state before permanently becoming a part of Poland after World War 
II. The city rebuilt itself after the war, restoring its Old Town, which is famous for the Royal Road that Polish 
kings travelled on when visiting this historical city. The city also is home to St. Mary church, the largest brick 
church in the world. 
  
Like a mini-state all to itself, Gdańsk has a unique feel that sets it apart from the other cities in Poland. 
Centuries of maritime ebb and flow as a port city; streets of distinctively un-Polish architecture influenced by 
a united nations of wealthy merchants who shaped the city’s past; the to-ing and fro-ing of Danzig/Gdańsk 
between Teutonic Prussia and Slavic Poland; and the destruction of WWII have all bequeathed this grand 
old dame a special atmosphere that millions of tourists now come to enjoy. 
  
And those visitors are coming in ever greater numbers to wander the narrow, cobbled streets of the Main 
Town, to gaze in wonder at monster red-brick churches, to scatter along its historical thoroughfares lined with 
grand, elegantly slender buildings and to wander in and out of character cafes, amber shops and intriguing 
museums. Tourism hasn’t turned its back on the water, with pleasure-boat cruises upriver and a wealth of 
maritime history to view in between brews at dockside beer gardens. 
  
Though an old city with a tumultuous past, and the historic scars to prove it, 21st-century Gdańsk is an 
energetic place and one that's investing in its tourism future. With the best transport links in the north, it’s 
also an ideal launch pad for much of the Polish Baltic coast and many other inland attractions. 
  
Gdańsk is one of Poland's oldest cities with a history going back a thousand years. It has an important place 
in Polish consciousness as the location of the start of World War II and where the fall of Communism in 
Central Europe began. This is where the famous Solidarity movement started, protecting worker's rights and, 
later, the symbol of resistance against the People's Republic. 
  
Together with neighbouring Gdynia and Sopot, Gdańsk forms a large metropolitan area called Trójmiasto 
(Tricity). This is a place not to be missed when visiting Poland. It is rich in cultural and architectural relics. 
  
In the National Museum you can see a collection of paintings and other crafts. The most famous artwork on 
show is The Last Judgment by Hans Memling. The life of Gdańsk's citizens is displayed at exhibitions in the 
Gdańsk History Museum, the Artus Court and the Uphagen House, where you can admire the wealth and 
splendour of the apartments of Gdańsk's patricians. If you are interested in the history of maritime culture, 
come to the Central Maritime Museum. The Wrzeszcz District has an atmosphere from the late 19th and 
early 20th century, including eclectic houses and Vienna Secession-style villas. Sights worth seeing include 
a 19th century brewery and a settlement of workers' cottages. Gdańsk is the setting for some of the literary 
works of Nobel laureate Günter Grass, who was born and lived here as a child. Oliwa, site of the 
International Organ Festival, is famous for its cathedral, which has an original Rococo organ. 
  



The Royal Way: 
The Royal Way is a spectacular path from the old city gate to the Motlawa river. It is also the main Old Town 
street, famous due to the Polish kings who used to parade along its length when visiting the city. Some of the 
main sights on the way are the Golden Gate, the Torture House, the Prison Tower and Neptune’s Fountain. 
It is advisable to read something of old Polish history before going on a walk there, however it is also a good 
chance to admire the beautifully reconstructed buildings, some dating back to the 14th century. 
  
Mariacka Street: 
Ulica Mariacka is one of the most beautiful streets in Gdansk’s old town. It contains stunning architectural 
pieces as well as many souvenir stalls and stores. It is a must for any visitor to have a cup of coffee in one of 
the lovely little cafes scattered along the street and have a look in the many amber jewellery shops it’s 
known for. It’s a very romantic street, great for having a walk in the evening when all lit up, or a glass of wine 
in a spot like Literacka, surrounded by charmingly decorated, colorful old houses. 
  
Dlugi Targ: 
Dlugi Targ (Long Market) used to be the street where the main city market was held, but now it has become 
a major tourist attraction. Among other objects of interest, it features Neptune’s Fountain, which, according to 
legend, once started spouting Goldwasser, the trademark Gdansk liqueur. The bronze statue of Neptune 
was made by Flemish artist Peter Husen at the beginning of the 17th century and is the oldest secular 
monuments in the country. The Golden House, a beautiful 17th-century building with a richly ornamented 
facade displaying 12 elaborately carved historical scenes can also be seen on Dlugi. 
  
St. Mary’s Church: 
St. Mary’s Church is a Roman Catholic church built during the 14th and 15th centuries, known for being the 
largest brick church in the world. The massive Gothic building takes centre stage in the city and is an 
interesting architectural object both in its exterior and interior. One of the interior highlights is a huge wooden 
15th-century astrological clock. It is strongly advised to climb the 400 steps to the top of the church’s tower, 
from where a beautiful view of Gdansk is revealed. 


